
Mountain Biking, the D.N.R. 
and YOU! 

(!!!SEE UPDATE ON PAGE 7!!!) 


By Dwain Abramowski 



Where were you on October 10, 1989? 

I was in Mt. Pleasant Michigan, and though it’s 
the home of my alma mater, Central Michigan 
University - you may think it’s really no place 
special when it comes to mountain biking. But in 
reality, on this past October 10th, it was a place 
very special when it comes to mountain biking in 
Michigan. 

The Mount Pleasant Inn just off of U.S. 27 was the site of 
the first meeting of the D.N.R. Statewide Recreational 
Trails Development Committees. The D.N.R. has 
launched a state wide assessment, evaluation and 
plan for development of trails in Michigan. In short 
the D.N.R. is deciding who can use what trails, 
when and where. 

Who was at the meeting? 

There are six committees, Snowmobilers, ORVs, Eques¬ 
trians, Cross Country Skiers, Hikers and Bicy¬ 
clists. There are approximately six to seven 
people on each committee. Of the seven people on 
the Bicyclist committee, I was the only person ex¬ 
clusively representing Mountain Biking. 

What went down? 

In the past, a trail use and development policy, was 
virtually non-existent as far as I can understand. Each 
group was working independently of each other, some¬ 
times making progress and solving problems that arose in 
trail use and development and sometimes not. The 
purpose of the D.N.R. committee program is to help 
develop an understanding of each trail users concerns 
and needs and then determine a course of action to meet 
those needs and concerns. 


The needs were varied all across the board and 
each group defended their position in regards to 
trail use and voiced concerns about uses inconsis¬ 
tent with their goals and objectives. At the meet¬ 
ing we were given a list of questions to answer in 
terms of the group we represented. I tried to 
answer the questions as I think each of you, as 
mountain bikers would have wanted them an¬ 
swered. The fact is - I need to hear from you in 
order to better voice of your concerns and needs 
as I represent you (on the committee) to the D.N.R. 

Between now and next spring, there will most 
likely be changes in the who, what, when and 
where of trail access for mountain bikers. There 
are some good things that may come out of the 
changes, and unfortunately there are some very 
bad things in the works for mountain bikers. At 
this time nothing is final, and over the next few 
months the bicycle committee I chair will be 
meeting and will try to influence the outcome of 
the changes in the works. 

As I have said before, if you want to bike - you have to 
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Bent Rim Bugle Information... 


Editorial 


Is The BRB Dead? 


NO! It’s incorporating as the offical newslet¬ 
ter for the new (MMBA) Michigan Mountain 
Biking Association, see page 7 for details. 

Exciting changes are happening to the Bent 
Rim Bugle. As you read this Dwain Abramowski 
is the new editor. Earlier this summer it became 
increasingly clear that this newsletter had to be¬ 
come a bonified venture or die. Also, in light of 
recent developments with Michigan trails being 
closed, we must become more organized and 
serious. I simply do not have the time, nor do I 
feel qualified to head up a growing organization. 

When the DNR contacted me about the trails 
committee, I felt Dwain would be a better 
choice. He is a professional writer, mountain 
bike enthusiast and racer (at least he pretends 
to be), involved concerned citizen, and has 
had experience in dealing with committees & or¬ 
ganizations. Of all these make him the logical 
choice to take over the newsletter. I will con¬ 
tinue to help out behind the scenes where I feel 
more comfortable. 

Depending on the type of funding available, 
there will be a few changes in the format and 
content of future issues. More attention will be 
given to land access and developing issues that 
concern mountain bike users. Dwain also has 
some great ideas to inject some fun into the 
newsletter. The Bugle will continue to provide 
race information and Great Lakes area moun¬ 
tain bike news. But more than that, the Bent 
Rim Bugle will reflect the information Dwain re¬ 
ceives from you. The more information and 
stories he receives, the better the newsletter will 
be. 

To all the volunteers who contributed with 
time, services, supplies, money, phone calls, 
stamps, etc... Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart!!! I apologize to everyone who did not 
receive a reply to their letter, phone call, or 
something else I promised and didn’t deliver on. 
I’m still working on it... Honest! 

Your articles, ideas, photographs, and support 
are always welcome! Don’t forget the new 
address. 


Print deadline for the March/April is February 28, 
1990. Send address changes, as well as Inquiries, letters, 
and all information for publication to: 


BENT RIM BUGLE 
do Dwain Abramowski 
P.O. BOX 29 
Belmont, Ml 49306-0029 

(616) 784-9327 eves, before 9 PM. 


BRB does not knowingly reprint copyrighted 
material without obtaining permission form the source. No 
part of this newsletter can be reproduced in any way 
without written permission. 


If you would like to advertise in the BRB, contact: 
BENT RIM BUGLE 
P.O. BOX 29 
Belmont, Ml 49306-0029 

(616) 784-9327 eves, before 9 PM. 


Opinions expressed within advertisements and 
articles printed in the BRB are solely the views and 
responsibly of the authors and do not necessarily repre¬ 
sent the opinions of the BRB. 



Editor and Publisher: Bonnie Alsum 
Production: Curtis Cater, Barb Birchler 
Staff Writer: Dwain Abramowski (Editor) 
Contributing Artist: Michele Miller 
Contributing Photographer: Dwain 
Abramowski 

Contributing Writers: Mike Bales, Mike Clark 


Special Thanks to Pat & Katie Eickenroth for the 
ft Da ir®® inraoiraftihi loan of the Macintosh hard drive. 
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Sugar Loaf and Boyne Go Cable 
Mountain Bikers Pleased 



Scott Diment and his "Raleigh Buddies" 
at Sugar Loaf 


Text and Photo By Dwain Abramowski 

If you are a downhill or cross country skier you 
already know that if you’re serious about enjoying 
these two winter time activities in Michigan, 
there’s only one place to go - north. The farther 
north you go, the better the skiing is on the whole. 
Well, I’m not saying that there aren’t any good rides in 
southern Michigan. (Any ride is what you make it more or 
less.) However, if you’re interested in finding some 
downhill vertical to get your fat tires humming “Born to Be 
Wild...”, some single track to test your bike handling skills, 
and/or some uphills that are steep, long, and challenging - 
North is where you want to be. 

Channel 28 the Weather Channel, (what’s a ride without 
a weather report?) 

The weather at Sugar Loaf on race day was sunny and 
around seventy degrees. Perfect riding weather, I mean 
right off the cover of a some mountain biking brochure. As 
I understand it the course at Sugar Loaf had undergone 
some modifications since the race held there in the spring. 
After listening to the back ground conversation at the race 
I would say that most were pleased with the course’s 
design. The course held one’s interest fairly well. There 
were a lot of ups and downs, with most of the course 
winding through the woods around the base of the ski hills 
that make Sugar Loaf a great winter time ski area. 

To help add some seriousness to the fun course, Sugar 
Loaf was challenged by Lisa Muich from Specialized. Lisa 


gave it her usual “all out” performance and the crowd 
wasn’t disappointed. And you won’t be disappointed either 
if you get a chance to ride the course at Sugar Loaf, it’s a 
great place to ride in northern lower Michigan, and open 
for your enjoyment. One week later I was in my van 
heading north again. The weather report? 

Well, there was a big bright yellow sun rising in the east 
saying, “you want another beautiful day for mountain 
biking...you got it!” And though the morning started out 
cold, by race time it was perfect weather to ride. 

Let’s change the channel to the Home Shopping Network 
and talk about “first class” merchandise... 

When it comes to skiing downhill, Boyne is known as a 
‘first class” resort if you have the bucks. This was the first 
mountain bike race for this ‘first class” resort, and overall I 
would say it was a ‘first class" success. On channel 4, 
something about the land of Oz... 

The course was a wide, 6.2 mile cross country ski trail, 

and in many spots the course might have qualified as a 
two track. Most of the race was in the woods with two 
short sections of pavement and just a minimal amount of 
sand here and there. But in my opinion, what made the 
course something to write home to Auntie Em about was 
the downhill. The first 2/3rds of the course was spent 
virtually climbing up and down small hills that in the end 
didn’t go down as far as you climbed up. As you neared 
the last third of the course you rode up a short shot of 
pavement and then turned back into the woods and 
started ‘the decent”. It was fast. Very fast. It was as fast 
as you wanted to let your bike go, with big sweeping turns 
back and forth through the woods. It was virtually rut free 
and smooth. And it was long. Very long. One of the 
longest, fastest rides downhill you’ll find northern lower 
Michigan. You definitely were not in Kansas. 

On another channel... 

The Boyne race took place on the very same day that the 
Addison Oaks Fall Classic was held (a truly, great ride in 
southern Michigan) and so the crowd at Boyne was fairly 
small. But, judging from the course and most people’s 
reaction to it, a ride like this won’t stay small for much 
longer. Back to the weather channel and the long range 
forecast... 

My guess is that like skiers in the winter, more and more 
mountain bikers who are serious about their fun will be 
heading north whenever they get a chance. As for the 
weather, I guess I’d say it’s always sunny and warm when 
you’re lucky to be riding a mountain bike...Now where the 
heck is ESPN, I heard they were going to cover the 
Norba’s in Durango... 
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Boyne Race Results 





(The D.N.R. and You!...continued from page 1) 


write, ME. NOW! Let me hear from you so that I 
can have a clearer understanding of what you feel 
is important for mountain bikers, so that I can 
express those concerns to our committee and the D.N.R. 

If you want to bike, you have to write. The D.N.R. NOW! 
Between now and next spring what the D.N.R. hears 
about mountain bikers and what they want, how they plan 
on getting along with other trail users and what mountain 
bikers need will determine where, when and what your 
future mountain biking rides will be like. Up till now many 
areas such as State Parks, State Game areas, and forest 
have been open to mountain biking only because there 
has not beeen any policy developed and put into place to 
say otherwise. Some committees on the D.N.R. view 
things quite differently than we do as mountain bikers and 
we must make sure that we are heard from as the deci¬ 
sions are made. In the end, some of these areas will stay 
open and some will have to be closed. 

Who died and made you king? You might ask. 

How was I chosen to sit on the committees? Well, the 
publisher of this magazine, Bonnie Alsum (who was 
contacted first by the D.N.R.) asked me if I would mind if 
my name was thrown into the hat with other candidates for 
the bicycle committee from around the state. 

“No. I don’t mind.” I said, thinking others with a lot more 
influence and power in the mountain biking community 
would volunteer and be selected over myself. Wrong. So 
here I am. It’s all volunteer. I travel at my own expense to 
meetings, and volunteer my time. Which is nothing new, 
ask my wife or look at my bank account. However, what 
happens in the area of mountain biking trail development 
in the next few months will be new. Whether the 
news will be good news or bad is up to us, I’ll tell 
them what you tell me to tell them. 

I’m waiting by my mail box... 

Bent Rim Bugle 

P.O. Box 29 

Belmont, Michigan 49306-0029 


Men Beginner 17 & 
Under 

1 Dan Payne 

2 RyanOjerlo 

3 Matt Murray 

4 J. Charles Pike 

5 Brent Wiersema 

Mens Beginner 18 to 29 

1 Mick Bushong 

2 Michael Barnett 

3 Brian Johnson 

4 Lance Whipple 

5 Fred Featherly 

Mens Beginner 30 and 
over 

1 Jim Steffens 

2 GaryAdgate 

3 Terry Price 

4 Bruice Cowing 

5 Steve Holmes 

Men Intermediate 18 to 
29 

1 M. J. Morlock 

2 Chris Russell 

3 Chris Kreple 

4 Ken Mason 

5 L. Thomas 


Men Intermediate 30 & 
Over 

1 Stu Stuber 

2 John Stoneburner 

3 Kevin Mitchell 

4 Rick Rutkowski 

5 Tom Raynor 

Men Expert 

1 Mark Craner 

2 David Mac Lean 

3 Michael Ray 

4 Randy Dickerson 

5 Michael Seaman 

Men Pro-Am 

1 Don Fedrigon 

2 Tim Flynn 

3 Martin Minka 

Beginner Overall 

1 Jim Steffens 1:00:34 

2 GaryAdgate 1:02:00 

3 Dan Payne 1:08:54 

4 Mick Bushong1:10:16 

5 Terry Price 1:10:22 

Intermediate Overall 

1 M.J. Morlock 1:10:02 

2 Chris Russel 1:14:13 

3 Stu Stuber 1:37:35 

4 Chris Kreple 1:37:43 

5 J. Stoneburner1:41:14 


^ Worth Kent 

SCH WINN 


CYCLING AND 


FITNESS 


f NEW & USED BIKES 

TEST RIDE IN OUR QUIET NEIGHBORHOOD 
Parts - Accessories - Repair 

BILL JACKSON - OWNER 


CALL FOR OUR SEASONAL HOURS CHECK OUR REPAIR PRICES 



MM Sales & Service 




your family bike shop \ 


4318 PLAINFIELD N E (ACROSS FROM WARDS) , 


3630705 
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Addison Oak Race Results 


Oakland County Parks and Recreation 
Commission hosted a Fall Mountain 
Bike Trials and Race at Addison Oaks 
County Park on September 24,1989. 
Over 2,000 spectators enjoyed sunny 
warm day watching 400 riders compete 
for cash and prizes. 

OBSERVED TRIALS EVENTS 


Stock Beginner 

1 Jason Innis 

2 Steve Rybak 

3 Guile Jewell 

4 Todd Napieralski 

5 James Godsey 

Stock Advanced 

1 Scott McLaren 

2 Dave Vandecar 

3 Mark McLaren 

4 Matt Daly 

5 James Janik 


Trial Specialty 

1 Edward Holmes 

2 Mark Lawson 

3 Bill Dietlin 

4 Patrick Dueweke 

5 Kevin Kent 

Expert 

1 Tom McNeal 

2 Bob Lawson 

3 Frank Marciniak 


CROSS-COUNTRY 
EVENTS —RACE #1 

Beginner Women 

1 Holly Halterman 

2 Karen Deziel 

3 Margaret Sanchez 
4Aimee Miltich 

5 Heather Burgner 

Beginner Men 18-21 

1 Brian Kaczmarek 

2 Steve Kunnath 

3 Kevin Smith 

4 Guile Jewell 

5 Dino Paglia 

Beginner Men 22-26 

1 Todd Ulrich 

2 Eric Lundquist 

3 Ron Dileua 

4 Terry Avinik 

5 Jeff Morris 

Beginner Men 27-34 

1 Tom Pilutti 

2 Drake McLean 

3 Johnny Babka 

4 Mike Mu ha 

5 Scott Baker 


17 and Under 

1 Steve Rybak 

2 Albert Rybak 

3 Bob Lawson 

4 Branden Lyon 

5 Tory Decker 

Vets 35-44 

1 Stephen Ross 

2 Greg Krist 

3 Pat Lynch 

4 Rob Lutz 

5 Don Balkwell 

Masters 45+ 

1 Tom Nell 

2 Thomas Jones 

3 John Lepke 

4 Gary Cook 

5 Kenneth Genest 

Single Speed 

1 Edward Holmes 

CROSS-COUNTRY EVENTS 
—RACE #2 

Sport Women 

1 Lisa Harrington 

2 Lisa Leon 


3 Lizbeth Zimmerman 

4 Cindy Burkart 

Sport Men 18-26 

1 Michael Webster 

2 Dan Klein 

3 Steven Carlson 
4Jereld Rice 

5 Ted Ruys 

Sport Men 27-34 

1 David Hollis 

2 Scott McLaren 

3 Matt Daly 

4 Stuart Svoboda 

5 Robert Akers 

Expert 

1 Tom Benua 

2 Les Ankersen 

3 Matthew Sanzobrin 

4 Wendell Woodruff 

5 Robert Berg re n 

Pro-Am 

1 Marel Russenbarger 

2 Erik Borgnes 

3 Steve Hammett 


Yankee Springs Race Results 


OVERALL BEGINNER 

(Of 98 Finishers) 

1. Jim Steffens (0:55:09) 

3. Dan Payne (1:01:44) 

4. David Nichols (1:02:01) 

5. Andy Thompson (1:02:07) 

6. M.J. Morlock (1:02:11) 

7. BobVasquez (1:02:36) 

8. John Hotop (1:02:55) 

9. Jeff Smith (1:02:57) 

10. Darin Levander( 1:03:01) 

Beginner Men’s 17 & Under 
(13 Finished) 

1. Dan Payne 

2. M.J. Morlock 

3. Scott Quiring 

4. Cody Dalenborg 

5. Ron Ojerio 

6. Jason Provost 

7. Brent Wiersema 

8. Zack Bassett 

9. Steve Martell 

10. Grant Loutit 

Beginner Men’s 18 to 29 
(48 Finished) 

1. Richard Susan 

2. David Nichols 

3. Andy Thompson 

4. Bob Vasquez 

5. John Hotop 


6. Jeff Smith 

7. Darin Levander 

8. Brian Suppers 

9. Michael Strickhouser 

10. Mike Wood 

11. Kevin Stevens 

12. Tom Strumberga 

13. Craig McManeman 

14. Fritz Findeisen 

15. Tim Bedow 

16. Jeremy Derstine 

17. Guile Jewell 

18. Steve Johnson 

19. Robert Robinson 

20. Lance Whipple 

21. Scott Courser 

22. Ron Urman 

23. Jim Pierson 

24. Geofrey Ssengoba 

25. Jon Older 

Beginner Women’s (All 
Ages) (11 Finished) 

1. Holly Halterman 

2. Valerie Marsh 

3. Jolynn Schmidt 

4. Rachel Robinson 

5. Karen Torre 

6. Sharon Hall 

7. Anneke Armour 

8. Lucyna Birkle 

9. Janet Teel 

10. Julia Davidson 

11. Patricia Doran 


Beginner Men’s 30 & Over 
(26 Finished) 

1. Jim Steffens 

2. Marc Luoma 

3. Ron Wolter 

4. Jim Arnold 

5. Ruk Peterson 

6. Jeff Fonty 

7. Mark Warner 

8. Gary Miller 

9. Matt William 

10. WaltSchultze 

11. Nick Johnson 

12. Scott Vogel 

13. Charles Wright 

14. Donald Nichols 

15. LaVein Rice 

16. Thomas Katsal 

17. Dan Derhammer 

18. Jeffery Betz 

19. Dennis Derhammer 

20. Ron Presley 

Overall Intermediate 
(of 61 Finishers) 

1. Chris Haslock (1:25:30) 

2. ToddFerdy (1:28:06) 

3. JoeFritsch (1:29:03) 

4. Dyron Adams (1:29:32) 

5. Bob Lawson ‘(1:30:56) 

5. Stu Stuber *(1:30:56) 

6. Jeffery Hill (1:31:06) 

7. Randy Guymer (1:31:27) 


8. John Dohan (1:31:50) 

9. Ted Ruys (1:34:24) 

10. LauraCharameda(1:34:39) 

* Tie 

Intermediate Men’s 17 & 
Under (3 Finished) 

1. Bob Lawson 

2. Brant Hendler 

3. Chris Kreple 

Intermediate Men’s 18-29 
(24 Finished) 

1. Chris Haslock 

2. Todd Ferdy 

3. Joe Fritsch 

4. Jeffery Hill 

5. Randy Guymer 

6. Ted Ruys 

7. Robert Stephanoff 

8. John Gerritson 

9. Andrew Rice 

10. Carlos Reeder 

11. Jeffrey Pettes 

12. Anthony Walsworth 

13. Mike Teel 

Intermediate Men’s 30 & 
Over (20 Finished) 

1. Byron Adams 

2. Stu Stuber 

3. John Dohan 

4. Bill Fischer 


5. Kevin Mitchell 

6. Charles Robertson 

7. T. Davidson 

8. Reinhold Cordelia 

9. Patrick Eickenroth 

10. Tim Jones 

11. Steve Pruett 

12. Steven Clarke 

13. Kevin Birkle 

14. Dale Harding 

15. John Lepke 

Intermediate Women’s (All 
Ages) (4 Finished) 

1. Laura Charameda 

2. Lisa Harrington 

3. Cindy Burkhart 

4. Kathy Waksmurdzki 

Men’s Expert (7 Finished) 

1. Fred Anderson 

2. Craig Gietzan 

3. Jeff Braunberger 

4. Kelly Dermondy 

5. Brent Walk 

6. Mark Cramer 

7. Michael Seaman 

Men’s Pro-Am (5 Finished) 

1. Dan Packman 

2. Steve Hammett 

3. Scott Diment 

4. Don Fedrigon Jr. 

5. Erik Borgnes 
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Starting A Mountain Bike Race 
Club 


By Mike Bales 

Mountain bike racing is becoming serious busi¬ 
ness here in the eastern United States. Clubs formed 
exclusively for off-road competition are thriving, assem¬ 
bling unattached riders into formidable teams. 

Starting an off-road racing club is much easier 
than a road club because the former is not subject to 
cumbersome USCF regulations. This article will take you 
through four steps in establishing your own racing club. 
You can accomplish it in six to nine months depending on 
your degree of motivation. 

The first step is to organize group training rides. 
Make it perfectly clear that these are rigorous training 
rides, not “fun rides”, conducted for the sole purpose of 
developing highly competitive racers. With that under¬ 
standing, you will attract only the most serious of riders, 
those who are totally committed to the success of the 
team. 

The second step is to establish identity. This 
means selecting a name and designing a logo. Bike 
shops that field mountain bike racers can simply use the 
shop name and logo. One drawback to this is that in the 
event a shop becomes defunct, the team loses its identity. 
(It happened twice in one year to a local road team.) 

When selecting a name, avoid comical or belliger¬ 
ent-sounding names (such as Mountain Bikers From Hell) 
because you’re likely to turn off potential sponsors. The 
use of acronyms is popular and acceptable. 

Logo design is next. A string logo is vitally 
important because it becomes the club’s trademark—the 
primary identifying symbol. It will appear on everything 
from jerseys to stationery.. Expect to pay several hundred 
dollars for a good logo. This price is reasonable since 
commercial graphic designers charge thousands for the 
same. Do not settle for simple lettering in order to save 
money. 

The third and most important step is securing 
sponsorship and suppliers. Sponsorship means different 
things to various level of riders. To national-level NORBA 
Super riders, sponsorship means a position on a trade 
team complete with salary, bicycles, clothing, paid entry 
fees, travel expenses and lodging. Regional-level Super 
riders usually get a bicycle, clothing and paid entry fees 
but no salary and little or no travel expenses. Many camp 
out. Regional- and local-level Expert and Intermediate 
riders may get a bicycle and clothing at dealer cost or at a 
20% discount. 

Your first stop in search of sponsors/suppliers 
should be a local bike shop. Small shops can supply 
jerseys at cost (in exchange for advertising exposure). 
Larger shops may provide the same, plus parts and even 
bicycles at dealer cost. They can also give you access to 
sales representatives. The sales rep is the one contact 
you need to get your foot in the door of major sponsors 


and suppliers. He can help you customize your proposals 
to prospects, and submit them with his recommendation to 
people in high places. Distributors are another channel to 
suppliers. Make sure you obtain the name of the contact, 
and address your proposal to him. 

Your proposal should be clear, precise, direct and 
visual. Include resumes for each rider (both on- and off¬ 
road) detailing race results, along with photos and news¬ 
paper clippings. If possible, produce a short video. 

The fourth step is producing jerseys. The jersey 
is a moving billboard on which your sponsors/suppliers 
have purchased ad space. The amount of space they get 
depends on the cash value of the sponsor/supplier 
package. The upper chest, mid back and side panels are 
prime ad space. Sleeves and pockets are secondary. 
Your club logo, though important, may need to go else¬ 
where. Jerseys can be stock items, one-color or club 
type, expressly designed to accept after-market screen 
printing. Custom-ordered jerseys with sublimated printing 
are the ideal choice if budget and quantity are substantial. 

After the jerseys are printed and distributed, 
consider your club established. You are now official. 

When you show up at events, people will take notice. 
Before you were an obscure group of unattached riders 
with no identity. Now, with sponsors and suppliers, you 
are a high-profile racing club—a force to be reckoned with. 


GET DIRTY! 



The largest selection of MTB's 

in the midwest. 

BA0S- 

Lots.ol EVERYTHING 

and then soma 

SERVICE- 

A7 _ _irs of experience. 

under one belt. 



Tom nelI- 

-B I CYCLES-LT D.-— 

2528 Elizabeth Lk. Rd., Pontiac, Mi. 48054 (313) 682 5456 
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MOUNTAIN BIKING THE BENT RIM BUGLE 
THE D.N.R. AND YOU - MMBA 


Ask anyone on the staff of the BRB, my wife, my son, my 
friends and perhaps even the man or woman on the street - 
this latest issue of the BRB has been too long in the making. 

Why? 

The biggest reason is mountain biking in Michigan is 
going through some enormous changes. In the last few 
months everyone who is riding, thinking about riding, 
thinking about buying a mountain bike or thinking about a 
mountain bike is ultimately being affected by the changes 
that are taking place in the sport. (Not to mention there has 
always been a lack of money to get the BRB out at all, let 
alone on time.) 

I was not sure whether to leave the cover story intact or 
not, because it is dated. So much has happen since I wrote 
that story. But that may be why I left it, to provide contrast 
showing how things were, and this is an explanation of how 
things will be from now on. 

The facts are: 

The DNR has closed* the door on mountain biking in the 
State Parks as of January first. Pending is the closure of the 
State Recreation Areas, on April first. In contrast, when I 
wrote the cover article, all of us on the trail access commit¬ 
tees had no idea that this would take place. (‘Actually, the 
document has not been signed as of this writing. There has 
been a lot of misinformation out there on the issue and it is 
my personal intent and the intent of all those concerned to 
help clear up this issues, and affect it positively for all those 
involved.) 

Another fact: 

You must now make yourself available to your local 
State Park Directors on up to the heights of the DNR bu¬ 
reaucracy and offer your willingness to assist in trail policy 
development and perhaps even design, as an individual, 
club, and/or a mountain biking business in any way possible. 
In contrast, when the committees were formed, we assumed 
that we could “casually” channel this information to those 
who needed it. 

Fact: 

As mountain bikers, we are no longer anonymous. There 
have been newspaper articles on us, we are now being 
regulated, and our off-road riding lives are being affected. In 
contrast, there was a time when we were small enough in 
number that we were a curiosity more than anything else. 


Fact: 

We need to be organized. We need to be able to re¬ 
spond to issues in a collective way. We must be able to work 
together to maintain and develop our right as individuals and 
to help promote the interest of mountain bikers, and ex¬ 
change information on rides, races, and events in the state 
of Michigan. Hence the: 

MICHIGAN MOUNTAIN BIKING ASSOCIATION 

P.O. Box 274 

Detroit, Ml 48231 

After much discussion, with many individuals, bike shops, 
dealers and manufactures in the mountain biking area the 
mechanisms for the the association have been put into gear: 

1. Michigan Mountain Biking Association (MMBA) is a 
Non- Profit Organization and is currently seeking tax exempt 
status. As such will follow all the developmental guidelines 
required by law to obtain a Tax-Exempt status. 

2. Incorporate the Bent Rim Bugle (BRB) as its magazine 
and newsletter. 

3. Seek to represent the concerns, ideas and be a 
source of information to of all its members to all interested 
parities. 


Membership levels are as follows: 

Individual Membership - 20.00 

Patron - 50.00 

Benefactor - 100.00 

Bike shop/dealer/promotor/memberships 

Individual- 100.00 

Patron - 250.00 

Benefactor - 500.00 

(or more) 


Information on Manufacturer and Supplier memberships 
are available upon request. Please note that the editorial 
office of the Bent Rim Bugle remains the same: 


Editorial Office of The Bent Rim Bugle 
C/O Editor/Writer Dwain Abramowski 
P.O. Box 29 

Belmont, Ml 49306-0029 


The intent of the BRB, as in the past is to be about you . 
In addition to keeping you informed on trail access issues, I 
(as the new editor) more than anything want the BRB to be 
filled with as much information you are interested in -as 
possible. Send me your stories, send me your pictures, send 
me ideas -1 want to hear from you the readers! Your partici¬ 
pation will reflect the size, form and direction of the BRB . 
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First Meeting! 
Michigan Mountain 
Biking Association 

“February 4, 1990“ 
- 2:00 PM - 


Room 103 A&B 
Kellogge Center 
Michigan State U. 
Harrison Road 
East Lansing, MI. 


Get Involved! 
Everyone is Welcome! 
Be There! 


SPEED MERCHANTS 


1990 BIKES NOW 



TREK usA 


American Bicycle Technology 


corner of Bridge & Main 
Rockford 866-2226 


Calander Of Events 


NOTE: The time, date, and location of events 
can change at short notice. Be sure to call the 
promoter listed here to confirm any event before 
leaving your house. The Bent Rim Bugle 
accepts no responsiblity for changes to this 
schedule. 

Sunday, January 28. Addison Oaks County 
Park, (near Oxford, North of Detroit). Mt. Bike 
Ice Race. Registration 1pm-3pm on day of race. 
Alternate date in case of warm weather is Feb. 

4. Contact the Park Office for more information: 
(313) 693-2432. 

February 13. LaCrosse, Wl. Mountain 
Bi’ICICLE’ Khana, a wintertime Mountain Bicycle 
event with races and fun oriented events. Part of 
La Crosse’s “Winter RecFest”. For more 
information call (608) 782-3480. 

February 17 IDITABIKE ’90. Big Lake, Alaska. 
200 Frozen miles of Alaskan Tundra! For more 
information write to: Mountain Bikers of Alaska, 
2900 Boniface #657, Anchorage, Alaska, 

99504. (907)562-4493. 

May 6. Mt. Bike Race. Addison Oaks County 
Park. For more information write to the Park 
Office: 2800 Watkins Lake Road, Pontiac, Ml. 
48054. 

For More Information on Races in 1990 see 
“Race Promoters” on Page 10. 

Moutain Bike T-Shirt 
Yankee Springs Race 

They sold out at the race but you can still get 
one. Send $12.00 (check/money Order) with your 
name and address to : 

Sportwide Productions 
8663 Date Road 
Bridgman, MI. 49106 

Specity Size: Large or x-large 
Please order before Jan 31, 1990 
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WHAT HAVE YOU DONE 
TO PROTECT TRAIL ACCESS? 

WANT SOME TRAILS TO RIDE 
ON NEXT YEAR? 

BETTER GET INVOLVED 

-JOIN I.M.B.A. & M.M.B.A. 

(International Mountain Bicycling Assoc.) (Michigan Mountain Biking Association) 

Route 2, BOX 303 P.O. BOX 274 

Bishop, CA. 93514 Detroit, MI. 48231 

-WRITE LETTERS! 

-MAKE DAMN SURE YOU'RE NOT PART OF THE 

PROBLEM ! 

CALL: 

-Dwain Abramowski (616) 784-9327 
-Mike Clark (616) 396-6084 

-Bonne Alsum (616) 361-7702 

-Fax Number (616) 396-7106 

FOR INFO ON WHAT TO DO 

the /TS 

LimLuiLaaIah \ * JL HOLLAND 396-6084 

ItlCJIllAfItOOIOr vly© GR. HAVEN 846-2800 
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Race Promoters 


The following people put on races in 
1989 and many will host events in 
1990. If you want to be encluded on 
their mailing lists or want information, 
write to: 

Sue Wells 
2800 Watkins Road 
Waterford Oaks County Park 
Pontiac, Mi. 48054 
(Addison Oaks Races) 

Kurt Schroeder 
1147 Birchwood 
Troy, Ml. 48083 
(Kandahar Races) 

Kevin Stevens 
844 W. Lovell 
Kalamazoo, Ml. 49007 
(Bittersweet Races) 


Sportwide Productions 

8663 Date Road 

Bridgman, Ml. 49106 

(Boyne & Yankee Springs Races) 

Kenneth M. Polidan 
Breakaway Bicycles 
2145 W. Sherman Blvd. 
Muskegon, Ml. 49441 
(Blue Lake Races) 

Walkway Promotions 
4638 Apple Blossom Dr. NW 
Walker, Ml. 49504 
(Pando Races) 

OUT OF STATE: 

Grand Prix Raceway 
4491 Deerfield Ave. 

North Lawrence, OH. 44666 
(Grand Prix Races) 


Randy Shantz 
1133 Grant St. 

Elkhart, IN. 46514 
(Swiss Valley Races) 

Brett Mullen 
302 North 18th St. 
Lafayette, IN. 47904 
(Trials Events) 

Coulee Climbers 
1501 Rose St. #32 
La Crosse, Wl. 54603 
(Several Events) 

Rik Pauli 
P.O. Box 1200 
Hayward, Wl. 54843 
(Labor Day Classic) 


Classified Ads 


For Sale: Jamis Dakar - Competition Series 19 inch 
frame, Prestige tubing, short cage derailleur, Deore 
equipped, shorty brake levers, Ritchey stem and bars, 
Mushroom grips, Ground Control Kevlar S, 175mm 
cranks, Low Fat pedals, yellow, gray and black - clean, 
fast and fun: $450 Dollars or best offer - (616) 784-9327) 

For Sale: 20-inch 1987 Blue & Yellow Cannondale 
SM700. 24-inch rear wheel (extra tire encluded), Scott 
AT4 handlebars, Suntour 4050/5000 drive train, W.T.B. 16 
inch seatpost, Suntour Roller Cam Brakes. Outstanding 
bike for northwestern type trials/trail riding & polo. $400 or 
best offer. (616) 361-7702. 



A late thank you from Dwain - to a couple of crankin 
dudes in Oakland county: Thanks for the refreshment 
guys. It’s sharing a race with guys like you that make it 
fun. (Addison Oaks - spring 89) 


Publications and Clubs: 

International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA) 
Route 2, Box 303 
Bishop, CA. 93514 

Concerned Offroad Bicyclists Association (CORBA) 
15236 Victory Blvd. #149 
Van Nuys, CA. 91411 

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 
Michigan Chapter 
P.O. Box 23032 
Lansing, Ml. 48909 

Grapevine 
P.O. Box 76 

Beaumont, Kansas 67012 

(Bicycle Trials & Some Motorcycle Trials) 

Michigan United Tandum Society (M.U.T.S.) 
c/o Larry and Jan Kosten 
7836 Ridgewood Drive 
Jenison, Ml. 49428 

(Membership= 8 self addressed stamped envelopes) 
Dirt Rag 

c/o Maurice J. Tierney 
460 Maple Ave. 

Springdale, PA. 15144 

(Mt. Bike newsletter covering much of the East, Central 
US) 
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NISHIKI 

Aliens 
Cascades 
Colorados 
Back Roads 

Ask about our 

• t 

rental program 

DIRT 


MALCOLM SMITH 

Deore II and 
Deore XTII Equipped 
Aluminum Chromoly 
Frames, 

Hard Anodized Rims. 

WORKS 



5290 Alpine Ave. 
Comstock Park, MI 49321 
(616) 784-0691 


*Michigan Mountain Biking Assocication 


‘MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 


Individual Member - 20.00 

Patron - 50.00 

Benefactor- 100.00 

(or more) 


Bike Shop/Dealer/ 
Promotor - 100.00 

Patron - 250.00 

Benefactor- 500.00 

(or more) 


Make checks/money order payable to: 
MICHIGAN MOUNTAIN BIKNG ASSOC. 
P.O. BOX 274 
Detroit, MI. 48231 


(Supplier & Manufacture Membership Information 
please contact (616) 784-9327) 

Membership includes: 

- Subscription to BRB 
-Updates on D.N.R. other trail 
issues 

-An opportunity for you to 
have a say in the direction of 
Mountain Biking in Michigan 


Amount Enclosed $_. 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_ 

State_ Zip _ 

Phone (_)_-_. 

_New Address _Address Change 

_Please do not give my name to advertisers. 


* Michigan Mountain Biking Assocation (M.M.B.A) is a Non-Profit Organization currently seeking Tax Exempt 
status under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions may be Tax Exempt to the extent 
permitted by law pending IRS determination expected in 1990. 


L 
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" We're Serious About Your Fun!" 

(and ours) 



"Serious equipment testing @ 11,00FT John & Mike 15 miles outta Crested Butte Oct I89” 

"Those Mountain Bike Guys"! 

the /IN 

LiJiklifkAAlAM V * L HOLLAND 396-6084 

HlC|ltlAf llOOIGr CR. HAVEN 846-2800 


BENT RIM BUGLE 
P.O. BOX29 

BELMONT\ MI 49306-0029 



Address Correction Requested 


Bud Pe] 1 

29675 Sierra Pointe Circle 
Farmington Hills, MI. 48331 





